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migrantas | eine visuelle Sprache der Migration 
 
Im Stadtraum sichtbar zu machen, was diejenigen denken und fühlen, die ihr eigenes Land ver-
lassen haben und nun in einem neuen Land leben, ist das Ziel von migrantas. Mobilität, Migration 
und Transkulturalität sind in unserer Welt keine Ausnahme, sondern die Regel. Trotzdem sind 
Migrantinnen und ihre Erfahrungen für die Mehrheit der Gesellschaft meist unsichtbar.
Migrantas thematisiert Migration, Identität und interkulturellen Dialog und bedient sich in seinen 
Projekten der Werkzeuge der Kunst, des Designs und der Sozialwissenschaften.
Die Mitglieder des Kollektivs, überwiegend selbst nach Deutschland eingewandert, konzipieren 
ihre Arbeit mit anderen Migrantinnen im horizontalen, nicht hierarchischen Dialog.

Workshops | Grafische Darstellung der eigenen Geschichte
In Vereinen oder Initiativen - an vertrauten Treffpunkten von Migrantinnen - findet der erste Kon-
takt mit migrantas statt. Hier entwickelt sich in Workshops eine gemeinsame Reflektion über die 
Migration: Frauen aus verschiedenen Herkunftsländern, mit unterschiedlichem Aufenthaltsstatus, 
kulturellem oder sozialem Hintergrund tauschen ihre Erfahrungen aus und stellen diese in einfa-
chen Zeichnungen dar.

Prozess | Von Zeichnungen zu Piktogrammen
Schlüsselelemente und Gemeinsamkeiten der Migrationserfahrungen kristallisieren sich nach 
sorgfältiger Analyse von Zeichnungen aus verschiedenen Workshops heraus. Die zentralen Motive 
werden von migrantas grafisch-künstlerisch in Piktogramme umgesetzt - eine visuelle, für alle 
verständliche Sprache.

Piktogramme | Schlichtheit und Ausdruckskraft
Piktogramme sind die visuelle Sprache von migrantas. Das schlichte, universell verständliche 
Design weckt Emotionen: Menschen unterschiedlicher Herkunft können sich in den Bildern wie-
derfinden, während andere neue Sichtweisen gewinnen oder alte verändern.

Ergebnis | Anerkennung und Sichtbarkeit
Jedes migrantas-Projekt schließt mit einer Ausstellung ab. Die Teilnehmerinnen sehen ihre eige-
nen Zeichnungen der Öffentlichkeit präsentiert, sie erfahren Anerkennung und gesellschaftliche 
Teilhabe. Die Besucher können sich den Erfahrungen von Migrantinnen nähern.

Urbane Aktionen | Teil der städtischen Landschaft
Migrantas verbreitet die Piktogramme im Stadtraum. Sie erscheinen als Plakate auf Werbeflächen 
oder als digitale Animationen auf öffentlichen Bildschirmen, auf Flyern, Postkarten oder Einkaufs-
taschen. Empfindungen und Lebensrealitäten von Migrantinnen gelangen so aus dem individuel-
len in den öffentlichen Raum. Passanten werden zur Stellungnahme angeregt.

migrantas | eine visuelle Sprache der Migration 

Working with public urban spaces as its platform, migrantas aims to make visible the thoughts and 
feelings of those who have left their own country and now live in a new one.
Mobility, migration and transculturality are not the exception in our world, but are instead beco-
ming the rule. Nevertheless, migrant women and their experiences remain often invisible to the 
majority of our society.
Migrantas works with issues of migration, identity and intercultural dialogue. Their work incorpo-
rates tools from the visual arts, graphic design and social sciences.
Members of the collective, mostly women who have themselves immigrated to Germany, develop 
the projects with other migrant women in a horizontal dialogue.

Workshops | Visual expression of one’s own story
Migrantas meets with migrant women in their own collective spaces - organisations, community 
centres, cultural groups - and organizes workshops to reflect together on issues of migration. Wo-
men from very different national, cultural and social backgrounds, also with different residency 
statuses, exchange their experiences and express these in simple drawings.

Process | From drawing to pictogram
After a careful analysis of all the drawings from different workshops, migrantas culls key elements 
and common themes from the drawings and translates these central motifs visually and artistically 
into pictograms - a visual language and a language accessible to everyone.

Pictograms | Simplicity and strength of expression
Pictograms are the visual language of migrantas. Their simple, universally understandable images 
stir emotions: people from different backgrounds recognize themselves in the representations, 
while others gain new insights or modify their own perspectives.

Result | Recognition and visibility
All migrantas projects end with an exhibition. The participants now see their drawings presented in 
public and experience public recognition of their voices and social participation. Visitors to the exhi-
bition receive an opportunity to become better acquainted with the experiences of migrant women.

Urban actions | Being a part of the city landscape
One of migrantas’ major goals is to make the pictograms visible in public urban spaces. They 
appear as posters where there is normally advertising, as projected digital animations on public 
screens, as flyers or postcards or shopping bags. Migrant womens’ perspectives and lived realities 
are taken out of the individual private space and made visible in the public space, thus creating an 
encounter which triggers reactions and self-reflection in the passerby.

Kollektiv migrantas | Marula Di Como | Florencia Young | Irma Leinauer | Estela Schindel | Alejandra López
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
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



     

        

          


  


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

         
    

   




          
     

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


        











Projekts







        

 
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With SESB Primary Schools: Aziz Nesin (German/Türkish), Joan Miró (Ger-
man/Spanish) and the Finow (German/Italian). The project developed out 
of a dialogue with the school pupils, who come from German and various 
other family backgrounds, through pictures and digital animations highlight-
ing the ways in which intercultural self-awareness is expressed in everyday 
life. The result was shown in a fortnight-long presentation on the ‚Berliner 
Fenster‘ on the city‘s underground train network. The whole process was 
exhibited in the “Haus der Kulturen der Welt”.
Funding: Berliner Projektfonds Kulturelle Bildung
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



 













      



      
        
         


      








          
        

 












 




       

      
         
    












       

















          
    
 




       
        









          
         

 











        
















 



    
  
         
















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            





































 













      



      
        
         


      








          
        

 












 




       

      
         
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       
        

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 











        
















 



    
  
         

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


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    
     
        
         

  

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

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         

           
       
  

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
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


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
        
            
          
            


        

the ‘
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





          

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
        

       
         
         














         
           
          














        

       
            

      

           


































 



         

         









   
          















    
     
        
         

  











         

           
       
  
















        
            
          
            


        

the ‘









          













        

       
         
         














         
           
          














        

       
            

      

           


































 



         

         









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            





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 Collections in museums  
 
Posters and postcards of the collective Migrantas as part of the following collections 

 
Deutsches Historisches Museum, Berlin  
German Historical Museum, Berlin 
 
Haus der Geschichte der Bundesrepublik Deutschland, Bonn  
House of the History of the Federal Republic of Germany, Bonn 
 
MAMbA Museo de Arte Moderno de Buenos Aires 
Museum of modern Art of Buenos Aires 
 
 
 
 

Awards 
 
 
2011 | Hauptstadtpreis für Integration und Toleranz | Initiative Hauptstadt Berlin e.V. | Alemania 
 

For the fourth time and under the patronage of the Minister of State to 
the Federal Chancellor and Federal Government Commissioner for 
Migration, Refugees and Integration, Maria Böhmer, a renamed jury 
granted migrantas with the second prize. The ceremony was attended 
by the Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, Angel Merkel, 
who gave the introductory speech. The event was held on the 13th April 
in the atrium of Deutsche Bank, Unter den Linden, Berlin. 
 
 
 
 

 
2006 | IFPC quality label Grant  
 

The Administrative Council of the International Fund for the Promotion 
of Culture (IFPC) - UNESCO granted the project "Europa and us"  with 
the IFPC quality label. 
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2011 | Hauptstadtpreis für Integration und Toleranz | Initiative Hauptstadt Berlin e.V. | Alemania 
 

For the fourth time and under the patronage of the Minister of State to 
the Federal Chancellor and Federal Government Commissioner for 
Migration, Refugees and Integration, Maria Böhmer, a renamed jury 
granted migrantas with the second prize. The ceremony was attended 
by the Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, Angel Merkel, 
who gave the introductory speech. The event was held on the 13th April 
in the atrium of Deutsche Bank, Unter den Linden, Berlin. 
 
 
 
 

 
2006 | IFPC quality label Grant  
 

The Administrative Council of the International Fund for the Promotion 
of Culture (IFPC) - UNESCO granted the project "Europa and us"  with 
the IFPC quality label. 

2006 | IFPC quality label Grant: IFPC-Unesco 

Collections in museums











         





















    
          
        















            

 

             















  
        















        

            









