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JOSE DAVILA

Jose Divila has incorporated many ol the themes and strategics
mtroduced by Conceptoal artists in the 19605 and 19705 inie
provecative interventions that comment on the various ills plaguing
the contemporary art world, S.MLXE (20000 one of his carly
works, can be read as o cnticism ol a recent trend inart-hook
publishing that has produced stunning and beautifully designed
volumes, which are ultimately bulky, unreadabile and destined (o be
little more than eolfee-table books, In order to expose this kind of
publication as an aesthetically pleasing but unreadable object,
Diivila took a copy of SOMLLXL by the architect Rem Koolhaas, and
sliced it into three seetions that were then shown as seulptural
elements. It makes no difference, this piece seems o suggest,
whether the book 1s intact or in parts, since it is not meant 1o be
read but merely admred and handled ke o precious object.

Frre will, wethent the confusions of the intellect (2000) sugpests
that ot only modern books suffer from this problem. For this
series, Divila sliced up several books (including one daring from
1814} that he had bought from o Parisian antigquarian bookshop.
This intervention implies that the value of antique books depends
almost entirely on their matenial support, their content olten
becoming irvelevant (who, lor example, would want to read o phy-

sics manual fram the nineteenth century?’). These antigue books

are treated like sculptures, transformed into objects with o purely
decorative Tunction,

A similar critique of the Tormalist ferish’ that has shaped
much recent art can be found in Davila's ‘topographic’ landscapes.
These large-scale, wall-mounted photagraphs tonch on the current
absession with oversized Cibachrome prints that has become all the
rage o galleries Trom Mexioo City (o London. Bar anlike the
pristine photographs so loved by gallerists, Divila’s versions e
crumpled, as if fished out of the garbage. Dédvila also plays with the
tension between the ostentations scale of these photos und the
triviality of their subject watter, One ol his wrinkled  photos
presents a posteard image of the New York skyline (since the piece
was created belore 9/11, the World Trade Center domimates the
image), another shows the lanes of an empty highwiy at night,
while yer another depicts o nondescript tropical beach dotted with
palm trees that could be anywhere from Cancin to Bali, These
works not only stage a curious agreement between a damaged (orm
(the erumpled photograph) and an equally devilued contem
(photographic clichés), but they also invite us 1o ask a pertinent
guestion: has the art world Getishized Cilsehrome prings and other
glossy works to the point where their content has become irrelevam?

Rubén Gallo
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